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G1anges in access to technology have facilitated new conditiongoiang

people to shoot, cut and mix multimodal texts, and the emergence of the Interr
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borders and across the street. These new conditions have allowed for an
outpouring of youh expression, a channelling of already latent youth voice, nov
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making a mark on society.

That wildfire of youth cultural production is largely the result of the affordances
new media. For instance, youth "voice" or writingnsreasingly finding a vehicle
and a home in online contexts. Themail, IM and chat worlds are the typical
vehicles, the blogosphere and Web 2.0 sites the homes.

This paper contends that a cultuistudies approach opens up key questions tha
help us straddle the old and the new, to pay attention to situated and
contextualized forms of production, to consider both authors and audiences, a
to seek meaning in the words young people use. It demanaswvtie recognize the
urgency and poignancy of youth voice and embrace what is said, both the seri
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and the frivolous manifestations, as situated utterances, modes of expression tha

stem from specific cultural conditions that may be reflective of livedities, or
may not.

Dr.Hoechsmanrarguesthat differing conceptions of audienceincorporated into
the act of media creationproduce different outcomes, that there are strong
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media production, and that as young people are drawn into new forms of medi
practice, they draw substantially on a pe&isting repertoire of cultural meanings.
| will contextualize these claims in relation to my research on Web 2.0
applications, cotrmunity youth media organizations, schdmsed media
education and youth participation in the traditional new media.
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